
Possessive Adjectives. Definition:                   click here for exercise 

My, your, his, her, its, our, and their are the English possessive 

adjectives, used with nouns to show possession or ownership. 

EG. That's my folder. (My is an adjective which shows that I am the 

owner of the folder.)" 

Lookout! The most common mistake for French speakers is to apply the French 

possessive system to English: 

For example, take the sentence:  "Sa chaise (à lui) est cassée" 

Because the French speaker chooses "sa" because of the gender of the 

possessed item, a chair, he will tend to wrongly use "her" in his English 

translation, making the listener think that the owner of the chair is female! 

Sa chaise (à lui) est cassée   Sa chaise (à elle) est cassée 

     His chair is broken          Her chair is broken 

 

To illustrate this, let's take the case of Roger's beard, which is white.  
Roger is a man, so let's be careful when we translate "sa barbe est blanche:" 

 
"Her beard is white" = sa barbe à elle    (Roger is not a woman!) 

so the correct translation would be: "His beard is white" 

 

The apostrophe to show possession. 

Look at the difference between 

a. The pilot's documents are on the table, and 

b. The pilots' documents are on the table 

The position of the apostrophe in a noun (to indicate possession of 

something) often causes problems for ESL/EFL learners. Yet the rules are 

simple. In fact, learners only need to decide whether the possessive noun 
(the possessor, which, by the way, can also be a name) is singular or 

plural and whether or not it ends in -s in its written form. 

The following rules apply: 

1. If the possessive noun is singular, always add an apostrophe + s. 

2. If the possessive noun does not end in -s (in its written form), 

always add an apostrophe + s.  
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3. If the possessive noun is plural and ends in -s (and this is a 

characteristic feature of the large majority of plural nouns), just add 

an apostrophe.  Example: the boys' books  

This is why you say James's books, the children's books, and even the 
boss's books. This is also why you don't know whether something belongs 

to one or several boys until you see the sentence in writing. 

To simplify things further, all you really have to remember is Rule 3. If 

Rule 3 does not apply, always add an apostrophe + s. 

 

 

Possessive Pronouns. 

Mine, yours, his, hers, its, ours, theirs are the possessive pronouns 

used to substitute a noun and to show possession or ownership. 

EG. This is your disk and that's mine. (Mine substitutes the word disk and 

shows that it belongs to me.) 

Examples: 

The white car is mine 

Yours is the blue coat 

The car in the garage is his/hers  

David's house is big, but ours is bigger 

Theirs is the house on the left 
  

 


